Second Prize: $1,500 (shared)—Merlin Bertrand-Hamel, 28, Prévost, Que.— Mine de rien
(director Martine Favreau)
Merlin Bertrand-Hamel received  a  Bachelor’s  degree  in  popular  music  from  l’Université  du  
Québec à Montréal and a diploma in film music from the same institution. He teaches and
performs as a freelance drummer and percussionist and has a particular fondness for
composing scores for film projects.
Second Prize: $1,500 (shared)—Ghyslain Barbeau, 26, Montreal, Que.— L’Axe  (director
Daniel Faubert)
Ghyslain  Barbeau  studied  classical  guitar  and  received  his  Bachelor’s  degree  from  the  
Conservatoire de musique de Montréal. He is currently studying  film  music  at  l’Université  du  
Québec à Montréal and has composed scores for several films that have been exhibited in
Canada and Germany. Barbeau also performs as guitarist and composer for the symphonic
metal band Märchenbilder.
Third Prize: $750— Eduardo Noya Schreus, 28, Montreal, Que.— RE-AX aka Peace Starts
with Me (director Max Hattler)
Eduardo Noya Schreus is also known as NOIA, was born in Lima, Peru, and emigrated to
Canada in 2006. He studied sound recording and design at Trebas Institute. He composes
digitally and uses software instruments and plugins, as well as unconventional devices such as
Tibetan singing bowls, live animals, thumb pianos and analogue synthesizers. Schreus’  sound  
design and scores have been featured in advertisements, film and live performances. Peace
Starts with Me was presented during the World Peace Festival in 2011 in Berlin, Germany.
Best Original Score Non-Fiction
First Prize: $3,000 — Gabriel Dharmoo, 30, Montreal, Que.— Durga (director Paramita
Nath)
Gabriel  Dharmoo  studied  composition  at  l’Université  Laval  with  Eric  Morin  and  at  the  
Conservatoire de musique de Montréal with Serge Provost and graduated with distinction in
both composition and analysis. He studied Indian music with four renowned masters in Chennai,
India, and has received numerous prizes in the SOCAN Foundation Awards for Young
Composers. Ensemble Contemporain de Montréal, Arraymusic, Motion Ensemble and Aventa
have performed his concert works. Dharmoo collaborates frequently with filmmakers, visual
artists and choreographers and has provided music for short films screened in festivals across
North America, Europe and South America.
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Second Prize: $1,500— Hunter Pearson, 28, Richmond, B.C.—Through the Eyes of Faith
(director Cole Walliser)
Hunter Pearson is a classically trained pianist and graduate of the Recording Arts program at
the Art Institute of Vancouver. He has worked in multiple recording studies while advancing a
freelance career in music composition and production.
Third Prize: $750— Guillaume St-Laurent, 30, Montreal, Que.— Jeanne Mance (director
Annabel Loyola)
See bio listed under Best Original Score: Animated
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